
 

 

Swaffham Town Council - Transport and Environment Committee 
Minutes of an extraordinary meeting of the Transport and Environment Committee on Monday, 10th 
October 2022 at 6pm in the Council Chamber. 
 
Mr. J. Zielinski (in the chair) 
 
Councillors: J. Anscombe, L. Beech, K. Oliver and J. Skinner 
Committee members: Mr. P. Bray, Mrs. K. Gordon, and Mr. S. Sole 
 
Non-Committee Councillor: Cllr S. Bell (Mayor) 
 
Minute Taker: Mr. R. Bishop, Town Clerk 
  
 
1. To receive apologies for absence. 
None received 
 
 
2. To receive declarations of interest for items included on the agenda. 
None received. 
 
 
3. To receive and consider the proposed Station Street Car Park improvement project referred 

back to Committee by the Full Council for review. 
Prior to the debate, the Mayor was given the opportunity by the Chairman to convey the thoughts of some 
residents who had spoken to him about this matter and these comments were taken into account. 
 
The following report was presented to the Town Council and referred back to the Transport & 
Environment Committee, as the proposal as things stand, does not carry the full support of all Town 
Council members, although no vote was taken. 
 
REPORT TO STC 28.09.22 ** PARKING ORDERS – Station Street – recommendation to approve from 
the Transport & Environment Committee and consideration of match funding contribution. 
 
Breckland Council are in a position where they can publish the next set of parking order changes. If the 
Town Council would like them to include the removal of the HGV provision at Station Yard, they are 
requesting the following information: 
 

a. A written account of what out-of-town parking locations the Town council believes will support the 
displacement of the existing user of the HGV spaces at Station yard. 
 

b. Confirmation that the Town council is willing to cover 50% of the relining and new signage fees – 
(estimated to be around £2,500). 
 

c. Confirmation that the Town Council are happy that there will be no drop off facility available to the 
buses once the HGV spaces are removed. 
 

d. A brief displacement plan for the existing HGV users. 
 

e. The Town Council is happy that the comms plan will be based on reducing Swaffham emissions 
and that it is a Town Council request to change the parking order. 

 
The Committee debated the project as a whole, discussing the merits for and against. It was established 
that the proposal was first mooted by the Committee in January 2020 emerging out of a debate on air 
quality and was thought to be broadly in line with Committee’s Strategic plan. The plan had been modified 
slightly over time, following discussion with Breckland Council and Highways England. Highways England 
had consented the potential loss of HGVs from Station Street designated HGV park, as there were 
sufficient areas within a short distance from the town on all sides of the town. Breckland Council officer 
Simon Taylor-Avery attended a virtual meeting of the Committee on 2nd June 2020 to advise of 
procedures. An updated report was given to full council in January 2021 and the finer detail of the 



 

proposal was agreed on 4th May 2021. Subsequently there was a gap in the change of officers at 
Breckland Council, hence the delay in this project coming before the Council until September 2022. 
 
The Committee believed that a direct approach should be made to the local coach company in regard to 
the use of the park as a 2nd depot, members were unsure whether this should be the Town Council or 
Breckland Council, but it was believed this would be a better way of resolving a long-term concern. 
 
The following recommendation for Station Street Car park was put forward by the Committee for 
consideration by the Full Council on 12th October 2022, to enable Breckland Council to draft the 
necessary Traffic regulation orders and go out to public consultation: 
 
It was agreed unanimously to recommend: 

• No HGVs  
• No overnight camping i.e., caravanettes, caravans or trailers 
• Limited Short-term parking allowed up to 2-hours for 4-Coaches, at the Eastern end of the 

Parking area. 
• The remainder of the park to be re-lined for Cars, no restricted time limit 
• No height restriction barriers 
• Removal of all current HGV signage 
• New signage for FREE Car Park and Coaches 
• New signage on Northern entrance to the Town and in Station Street for vehicles travelling 

South 
• Enforcement required for the short-term Coach parking 

 
In relation to the five questions asked by Breckland Council: - 
 

a. It was noted by the Committee that locations to support the displacement – were agreed 
by highways England –in February 2021. 
N.B. Highways England concern was the HGV traffic on the A 47 – there were sufficient lay-bys to the North 
of the town, to the West and East of the Town, available off the A47. HGV parking at the Café to the West 
of the Town and at McDonald’s to the East of the Town. 
 

b. It is recommended that the Town Council cover 50% of the relining and new signage fees 
(estimated around £2,500) – although it was thought that this cost could rise due to 
enforcement costs, confirmation would be requested from Breckland Council. 
 

c. The Committee believe that the issue of a drop off facility is now resolved for Coaches.  
 

d. The Committee recommend that the locations identified with Highways England at a. 
provide the brief displacement plan for the existing HGV users. 
 

e. The Committee recommend that the comms plan will be based on reducing Swaffham 
emissions and that it is a Town Council request to change the parking order. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 7.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
          _______________Chairman. 
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