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Swaffham Town Council 

Market Committee 
 

Minutes of the Market Committee held on Monday 17th January 2022 at 6.30pm in the Council 
Chamber 
 
 
Present  :                  Councillors:                    J Skinner, L Beech, S Bell, W Bensley, P Darby,     
                                                                           C Houghton, S Matthews. 
                                  Non-Councillors:            F Eagle (Chair), H Eagle, L Martin. 
                                  Deputy Town Clerk:       C Smith. 
                                  Market Superintendent: R Ostler 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence 

Apologies had been received from D Smith who was unwell. 
 

2. To receive declarations of interest for items included on the Agenda 
There were no declarations of interest.  

 
3. To receive and agree the Minutes: Market Committee 20th November 2021 

The Minutes were agreed and signed. 
 

4. To receive and consider a report from the Deputy Town Clerk regarding Market issues 
with input from the Market Superintendent: 

4.1. General Market report including information regarding new regular traders, casuals and 
 toilet facilities 
 

SeaGreenSoap would like to become a Regular Trader. There had been an enquiry from a 
wood chip and mulch supplier, who would like to attend every other week from 5th March, and 
a bread company. The Market Mix allows for two bread stalls. 
There was an incident on 4th December when an older lady was knocked over by a mobility 
scooter. She was quite shaken and hurt and has followed it up with the MP as she felt that 
these vehicles need to be regulated in some way. In the meantime, it is apparent that some 
of our traders went out of their way to help this lady and we thank them for that. 

 
There have been several incidents of vandalism in the toilets, resulting in one being locked all 
the time. The Council are investigating new materials for the ceilings and may consider 
increasing the number of toilets. 

 
5. To receive and consider reports from Market Trader Representatives 

 
5.1. Saturday Market:  L Martin had nothing to report. 
5.2. Auction:  Auction reps were absent. 
5.3. Friday market:   H Eagle reported that this was up and running, though it was a bit slow. 
5.4. Poultry Auction:  F Eagle reported that his Licence was suspended until April/May, due to bird 

flu, but he may be allowed a caged bird Auction twice a month. 
 

 
6. To consider supporting an event in partnership with Local Flavours – On Location 

This is part of a larger project with different strands to promote the increase of footfall in the       
town centre. They are provisionally looking at 19th March for an event. The committee can 
choose what elements it might like to incorporate. Following a brief discussion, it was agreed to 
set up a working group, comprising S Bell, C Smith, R Ostler and two Traders. 
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7. To receive feedback on the Christmas Market event incl. Holly Fair 

The events were well received, with no reports of any major incidents. The Holly Fair would be 
brought forward by one week. The money collected for charity was discussed, it was noted that 
the split was done according to how much holly was collected in each location. 

 

8. To receive and consider late or urgent matters at the Chairman’s discretion, not included 
elsewhere on the agenda (prior notice must be given) 
There was a discussion about proposed events for 2022. These included a Sheep Fair, maybe 
on the Jubilee weekend but without a road closure, also a Plant Fair, where specialists would 
be invited, with 23rd April being the suggested date for this. A brief discussion was had about 
having a theme for the Easter weekend. 
 

9. To agree a date for next meeting and items for a future agenda: Monday 21st February 2022 
in the council chamber at the Town Hall 
Agreed. 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 7.19pm. 
 
 

Chairman………………………………….. 


